[Palmoplantar keratosis].
Palmoplantar keratosis is a frequent hereditary disorder of keratinization in humans that have been classified into diffuse, punctate and focal forms according to the pattern of hyperkeratosis on the pal and soles. Various clinically, histopathologically and genetically distinct phenotypes can be diagnosed. Diffuse palmoplantar keratodermas can be further subdivided by the presence of epidemlysis on histopathology into epidermolytic form and non-epidermolytic form. The late onset non-epidermolytic palmoplantar keratoderma was found associated with oesophageal cancer. The causative locus designated as TOC(Tylosis with oesophageal cancer) mapped to a small region on chromosome 17q25. Frequent allelic loss was found overlapping the region in sporadic oesophageal, ovarian and breast cancers. Positional cloning and candidate gene analysis will allow identification and characterization of the TOC gene which may also be implicated in cancer development.